GRACE OF GOD

By P Malindi

Behold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened so that it cannot save, nor is His ear heavy so that it cannot hear (Isa. 59:1). 

Who is a God like You, forgiving iniquity and passing by the transgression of the remnant of His possession? He does not make strong His anger forever, for He delights in grace (Mic. 7:18). 

Grace is derived from Greek charis (khar'-ece) meaning acceptable, benefit, favour, gift etc. A gift is not a pay, you do not have to work to receive a gift, it is free. Some refer to grace as unmerited favour; that is, favour upon the ill-deserving. The gospel is a result of God’s grace (Gal. 1:6). Grace is from God and it is given to us through His Son, in other words Jesus is a container of Gods grace (John 1:16-17; 1Cor. 1:3-4) and you cannot taste Yahweh’s grace without Jesus.

There are three stages of grace: Prevenient (preparing) grace, Justifying (accepting) grace and Sustaining (sanctifying) grace.

Prevenient grace
This is the type of grace that precedes you being called or accepting Jesus as the Lord and saviour. It is preparing grace that is free in all for all. God’s prevenient grace is with us from birth, preparing us for new life in Christ. This type of grace is revealed in the following two verses:
Jer 1:5  Before I formed you in the belly I knew you; and before you came forth out of the womb I consecrated you, and I ordained you a prophet to the nations. It is this spark of divine grace, which enables us to recognise and accept God’s justifying grace.

Gal 1:15  But when God, the One having separated [or, appointed] me from [the] womb of my mother and having called [me] by His grace, was well pleased. 

Some of us were not that lucky enough to be saved while still young, we went through so many things, which we are not proud of, before being saved. Sometimes, when I look back I use to wonder how did I escape some of the dangers I passed through until I become aware of this type of grace. It is this grace that has brought many of us from our rebellious, careless, mischievous life-style we once lived to eternal life. 
Justifying Grace:
God’s justifying grace (Titus 3:7), which some also call conversion or being born again, is the one that brings into that new life in Christ.  It is where, being driven by faith, we repent, which is a conviction of our sinfulness, guiltiness, and helplessness. When it comes to justifying grace it is your choice. You are free to accept or reject God’s justifying grace. It is also free in all and free for all, and it is the one through which we are saved and justified (see the following verses).
Eph 2:1 AND YOU [He made alive], when you were dead (slain) by [your] trespasses and sins

Eph 2:2 In which at one time you walked [habitually]. You were following the course and fashion of this world [were under the sway of the tendency of this present age], following the prince of the power of the air. [You were obedient to and under the control of] the [demon] spirit that still constantly works in the sons of disobedience [the careless, the rebellious, and the unbelieving, who go against the purposes of God].

Eph 2:3 Among these we as well as you once lived and conducted ourselves in the passions of our flesh [our behavior governed by our corrupt and sensual nature], obeying the impulses of the flesh and the thoughts of the mind [our cravings dictated by our senses and our dark imaginings]. We were then by nature children of [God's] wrath and heirs of [His] indignation, like the rest of mankind.

Eph 2:4 But God--so rich is He in His mercy! Because of and in order to satisfy the great and wonderful and intense love with which He loved us,

Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead (slain) by [our own] shortcomings and trespasses, He made us alive together in fellowship and in union with Christ; [He gave us the very life of Christ Himself, the same new life with which He quickened Him, for] it is by grace (His favor and mercy which you did not deserve) that you are saved ([1] delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ's salvation).

Eph 2:6 And He raised us up together with Him and made us sit down together [giving us [2] joint seating with Him] in the heavenly sphere [by virtue of our being] in Christ Jesus (the Messiah, the Anointed One).

Eph 2:7 He did this that He might clearly demonstrate through the ages to come the immeasurable (limitless, surpassing) riches of His free grace (His unmerited favor) in [His] kindness and goodness of heart toward us in Christ Jesus.

Eph 2:8 For it is by free grace (God's unmerited favor) that you are saved ([3] delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ's salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God;

 Rom 3:24 [All] are justified and made upright and in right standing with God, freely and gratuitously by His grace (His unmerited favor and mercy), through the redemption which is [provided] in Christ Jesus,

From the above verses it is clear that Justifying grace does not depend on any power or merit. It does not depend either on good works or righteousness; good tempers; good desires; or good purpose and intensions; for all these flow from the free grace of God; they are the streams only not the fountain. They are fruits of free grace, and not the root and any fruit without roots will soon perish. 

Sustaining grace

After we have accepted God’s justifying grace we are to move on in God’s sustaining grace. This type of grace is the one that propels us towards perfection in Christ Jesus. 
Remember, justifying grace is just a gate at the beginning of our Christian course in order for us to enter the kingdom of God. After we have received the gospel we need to continue repenting and developing our faith in order to continue growing in grace until Christ is fully established in us; that is, we become Christ-like (Eph. 4:13). The sustaining grace is the one that helps, establishes, and strengthens us in our daily walk (Hebr. 13:9). It is in this grace where we also participate in the means of grace and continue to grow in Christian life. For example, Hebrews 4 verse 16 reads “Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of God's unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it]”.

When you have reached the stage of sustaining grace you develop integrity and a Godly character within you. You become a steward of grace to administer God’s grace. You do not judge or condemn people but you love them (1Pet. 4:8-11).
· You become Christ ambassador to implore (instead of forcing) others on Christ’s behalf to be reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:20).

· You become able to serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear (Hebr. 12:28)
· Abba, Yahweh, becomes your sun and shield; giving you grace and glory; withholding nothing good from you (Psa. 84:11) 

