PRAYER II

We are leaving in the days when people are using prayer as a fire extinguisher. People have lost the vision of spiritual success in life as a result their prayer is for materialistic things. Others have even lost the passion to pray and only pray emergency prayers. Let me tell you emergency prayer will get you out of desperate situation, but it will never get you on the right road to spiritual fulfilment. In the Old Testament the bible teaches us that emergency prayer brought Israelites out of Egypt but most of them did not enter the promise land. 

Jesus, being God, never ceased to pray as a result He never entered into temptation. He never lost His power or faith, He new what ever he asked for will be done. Prayer brings us closer to God. It makes us to understand Gods will. It is prayer that brings God mercy.

Pray continually (1Thes. 5:17), tarry for at least an hour (Matt. 26:40; Mk. 14:37). How can we tarry for an hour when the prayer you have taught us can only last for less than a minute?

Let us look at pray the bible way:

In order to make our prayers effective let us look at the following:

In Ephesians 6 verse 18 Paul says, “Pray in Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests”.

1Ti 2:1  I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;

1Ti 2:2  For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

1Ti 2:3  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;
If we look at Daniel chapter 9 verses 3 through verse 19, we see that prayer must also include confession of who God is (verse 4), who we are in God (verse 15) and your sins (verse 5), supplication where we confess our needs to Him.

 Paul said “In everything , by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God (Phil. 4:6). 

Our prayer suppose to include confession

· Confess who God is

· Confess who you are in God

· Confess your sins

Supplication

· Make your request known
· About you

· Your family

· Church

· Country

· World

Adoration and Communion

· Here you give to the Lord the glory due to His name, you worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness (Ps. 29:32). You move into another level where your mind cannot comprehend. You enter the holy of holies to have intimacy with God your creator and your celestial father. This is where the Father starts revealing Himself to you and start talking to you about you, the church and other things. You are also filled with the Spirit of God.

Intercession

· Once you have been in communion with the Father you move into another level of prayer, which is intercession. The Spirit which filled you during the period of adoration and communion takes over and makes intercession on your behalf with groanings which cannot be uttered (Rom. 8:26). Through intercession you become a noble instrument in the hand of God.

Praise and Thanksgiving

You start praising God for what he has done, even though it has not manifested in the physical realm. For we know [according to Ephesians 3:20] the One we prayed  unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, and [according to Hebrews 11:6b] that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

