Prophesy by P Malindi
In the first Corinthians Chapter fourteen, Apostle Paul wrote, “Eagerly pursue and seek to acquire [this] love [make it your aim, your great quest]; and earnestly desire and cultivate the spiritual endowments (gifts), especially that you may prophesy (interpret the divine will and purpose in inspired preaching and teaching) (1C0r. 14:1)”, as his opening words, and to conclude the chapter he wrote, “So [to conclude], my brethren, earnestly desire and set your hearts on prophesying (on being inspired to preach and teach and to interpret God's will and purpose), and do not forbid or hinder speaking in [unknown] tongues (1Cor. 14:39)”.

From the above two verses Apostle Paul stresses the importance of prophesying to the brethren.

Now let us look at what it means to prophesy. In the New Testament prophesy is translated from a Greek word prophēteuō, which according to the Thayer definition means the following:
1) To prophesy, to be a prophet, speak forth by divine inspirations, to predict

1a) to prophesy

1b) with the idea of foretelling future events pertaining especially to the kingdom of God

1c) to utter forth, declare, a thing which can only be known by divine revelation

1d) to break forth under sudden impulse in lofty discourse or praise of the divine counsels

1d1) under like prompting, to teach, refute, reprove, admonish, and comfort others

1e) to act as a prophet, discharge the prophetic office

In the Old Testament prophesy is translated from the Hebrew word nâbâ', which means to speak (or sing) by inspiration (in prediction or simple discourse).

From these explanations it can be concluded that to prophesy is to speak or sing under the divine inspiration. Please take note that it is not only speaking, but it also encompasses singing under divine inspiration. In the first book of Chronicles Chapter 25 verses 1 through 3, the bible tells us that David  and the chiefs of the host [of the Lord] separated to the [temple] service some of the sons of Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, who should prophesy [being inspired] with lyres, harps, and cymbals praising the Lord of Hosts. I remember in the year 2001 or 2002, I woke up early to go and pray and as I reach my place of prayer to kneel and pray as usual, a new song came up and I found myself worshiping in a new song that I never heard before. I worshiped there for a while (45 minutes to an hour) and when I came out of that experience, which I believe was prophesying, I could not remember the exact lyrics of the song except that it had something to do with telling Him that He is holy, holy, holy …. 
Why do we need to prophesy?
1. To decree and declare the mysteries and oracles of God our Father
Most of the early prophets were used by God to reveal, to advice, and to forewarn; for example, whenever Israelites drifted away from the will of God, prophets would be used to reprimand them. Isaiah, on the other side, was used by God reveal the package of salvation, which is encapsulated in Jehoshua (Jesus), which means Jehovah-saved or Jehovah is Salvation. It is through that revelation by the prophet Isaiah that we are able to know that our divine nature [image and likeness of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit] has been restored back to us (Isa. 9:6; Col. 1:19; Col. 2:9), and it is through that same revelation that we are able to interpret the benefits of all what happened on the cross, as revealed and recorded in Isaiah Chapter 53.
2. To declare God’s goodness

This involves praising, exalting and extoling Yahweh through psalms and hymns. This type of prophesying invites the presence of God (2Chron. 5:12-14; Psalm 22:3); deliverance of God (2Chron. 20:21-24), blessing and healing (Exo. 23:25-27), and God’s favor. David specialized in this type of prophesying as a result he reaped all its benefits, including God’s favor (1Sam. 13:14; Psalm 89:19-37; Acts 13:22). 
3. To decree and declare God’s will
In the book of Ezekiel Chapter 37 there is a story of dry bones: where God asked Ezekiel to speak life to dry bones. The text describes the conditions of bones as hopeless [verse two reads,  And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry], but the bible reveals that as soon as Ezekiel started prophesying things started happening, and the hopeless dry bones came to life (Eze. 37:1-10), which means that when called to decree and declare God’s will, do not be intimidated by situations, speak as commanded, and God is going to do the rest (Jer. 1:12). 

4. To declare and decree what we want
We are created in the image and in the likeness of God, so like our Creator [Elohim], we can speak things into existence: Moses did not enter the promise land because he struck the rock instead of speaking to it as commanded by God (Num. 20:7-12), yet his successor Joshua commanded the sun and the moon to stand still, and it was so (Joshua 10:12-13). In Matthew 21 verse 21, Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. Proverbs 18 verse 20 reads, “A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.” So this means that whatever you want you need to believe that you already have it in the spiritual realm and start speaking it so that it can manifest in the physical realm. The Bible says, “We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak” (2Cor. 4:13; Psalm 116:10). When Joshua took over after Moses’ death, God instructed Joshua that for him to be prosperous and successful, the book of the law must not depart from his mouth, in other words whenever he opens his mouth he must speak God’s word. This is the biggest challenge to most brethren, especially when the challenges come, instead of speaking to the mountain to be removed they seek earthly ways of going around the mountain. Remember, in the beginning, Yahweh, our heavenly Father spoke things into existence and we can also do same since we bear His image and likeness (Gen. 1:26-27).
